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The Statement indicates that "the closest prior art of record found is U.S. Pat. No. 
6,409,442". Applicants respectfully object to the use of the term "closest" as the Statement 
fails to explain the meaning of this term. 

Although the Statement of Reasons for Allowance mentions certain features in the 
references cited and the claims, the claims are considered "as a whole" relative to the references 
cited. Applicants respectfully submit that the claimed invention "as a whole" is not 
anticipated by nor obvious from the art of record, including but not limited to U.S. Patent 
6,409,442 (Berktold et al.). 
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